PRO EESSIONAL
A

Kelly Beck, Saﬁdi D’Amico, Ar}thony Klock, Natalie Medolla







Reading
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What is Giftedness?

Students with gifts and talents perform—or have the capability to perform—at higher levels
compared to others of the same age, experience, and environment in one or more domains.
They require modification(s) to their educational experience(s) to learn and realize their
potential. Student with gifts and talents:

Come from all racial, ethnic, and cultural populations, as well as all economic strata.
e Require sufficient access to appropriate learning opportunities to realize their potential.
e Can have learning and processing disorders that require specialized intervention and
accommodation.

e Need support and guidance to develop socially and emotionally as well as in their areas
of talent.

*NAGC's definition of giftedness
National Association for Gifted Children



https://www.nagc.org/

Qualifying for Enrichment in Your School d



Enrichment
Program Qualifying .
Criteria

New students must qualify in top 5% of their
grade level
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BRIGHT VS GIFTED

A Bright Child
Knows the answers

Is interested
Is attentive
Has good ideas Works
hard
Answers the questions
Top group
Listens with interest
Learns with ease
Enjoys peers
Completes assignments
Copies accurately
Enjoys school
Absorbsinformation
Good memorizer
Is alert
Is pleased with own learning

A Gifted Learner
Asks the questions
Is HIGHLY curious
Is mentally & physically involved
Has wild, silly ideas
Plays around, yet tests well
Discussesin detail, elaborates
Beyond the group
Shows strong feelings & opinions Already
knows
Prefers adults
Initiates projects
Creates a new design
Enjoys learning
Manipulates information
Good Guesser
Is keenly observant
Is highly self-critical




COMMON TRAITS IN GIFTED STUDENTS

No gifted individual is exactly the same, each with his own unique patterns and traits. There are many traits that gifted individuals have in
common, but no gifted learner exhibits traits in every area. This list of traits may help you better understand whether or not your child is gifted.



https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/my-child-gifted/common-characteristics-gifted-individuals/traits

COMMON TRAITS IN GIFTED STUDENTS (cont.) q


https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/my-child-gifted/common-characteristics-gifted-individuals/traits

GOOD INSTRUCTION FOR GIFTED LEARNERS

Good curriculum and instruction for gifted learners begins with good curriculum and instruction. That is, they
need learning experiences that are organized by key concepts and principles of a discipline rather than facts.

Good teaching for gifted learners happens at a higher "degree of difficulty" than for many students their age.
The content and processes should be more complex, more abstract, and more open-ended, than would be
appropriate for their peers. They will often need less teacher-imposed structure.

Good teaching for gifted learners requires an understanding of "supported risk.” They often succeed without
'normal” encounters with failure. Encourage risks in learning, but in a way that supports success.

Good teaching for gifted learners is paced in response to the student's individual needs. Often, highly able
students learn more quickly than others their age. As a result, they typically need a more rapid instructional pace
than do many of their peers. On the other hand, it's often the case that advanced learners need a slower pace of
instruction than many other students their age, so they can achieve a depth or breadth of understanding needed to
satisfy a big appetite for knowing.

Source: https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices/what-it-means-teach-qgifted-learners-well



https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices/what-it-means-teach-gifted-learners-well

INAPPROPRIATE INSTRUCTION FOR GIFTED LEARNERS

Asking gifted learners to do things they already know how to do, and then to wait for others to learn how.
Then they wait for peers to catch up, rather than being pre-assessed and assigned more advanced materials,
ideas and skills when they demonstrate competency.

eAsking gifted learners to do "more of the same stuff faster."

Cutting gifted learners loose from peers and the teacher for long periods of time. /t violates the importance
of meaningful peer interaction in the learning process, as well as in the process of social and emotional
development.

elnstruction for gifted learners is inappropriate when it is structured around "filling time." Highly able students
are often asked to go write a play, complete a puzzle, or do classroom chores because they have completed
required tasks that take others longer.

eAsking gifted learners to spend substantial time in the role of tutor or "junior teacher."

Source: hitps://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices/what-it-means-teach-qgifted-learners-well



https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices/what-it-means-teach-gifted-learners-well

Let Students Take Charge of their Learning ‘

A gifted student’s brain processes information rapidly, and
he or she often thinks in more sophisticated, abstract ways.


https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/tips-teaching-gifted-students/

